
National Parks on the Air

What is it, and how can I join the fun?

Bob Henneberger – KB1WXM



What is this thing?
Try looking on the ARRL website, and click on the link





There is a FAQ page





Or, directly sign onto the 
National Parks on the Air 
web page at: 
https://npota.arrl.org/

You can click on the link 
to explore what this event 
is all about, or you can 
just begin the process of 
activating a park.

https://npota.arrl.org/


Search eligible NPS units by name, or by state.  



I chose WR26



By clicking on the site 
name, you will get the 
National Park Service web 
page for that site.



Now, register your site for activation.  This helps the chasers know what parks will be 
on the air, and on what frequencies they may be found, and when they will be there.



Enter when the date & 
time you will start & 
finish, plus notes to 
indicate the 
frequencies you will 
try to be on.  Anything 
that will help 
activators will help you 
get lots of contacts.



Your entry will appear on the On The Air page for chasers to check



Just like the W1AW event in 2015, this event also has a “Leader Board”.
I’m in about the same place this time too. 



But, it always looks better if I look at just the Vermont standings



Will this be like a SOTA event?  Will you need to backpack a QRP rig into the 
wilderness?



Or, can you go mobile and 
use a 100 watt rig?

This is what I have used so 
far.  The extra power (over a 
QRP rig) gives you a better 
chance of reaching more 
stations.  It’s the old, “you 
can hear them, but they 
cannot hear you” problem.



The main unit is in the rather small back seat of my truck



A QRP rig is relatively easy to power.  Lithium rechargeable packs are very light.  But, a 100w 
rig requires a bit more planning.  Many sites do not allow generators, and leaving your 
vehicle running for 4 or more hours straight may be a problem.  So, battery power is my 
choice.  A smaller lead acid car battery seems to give me 100 watts for 3 or more hours.



• Dipole

Now, what to use for an 
antenna?  A wire dipole 
high in surrounding trees 
is preferable.  A 
buddipole system can be 
useful, especially on 10 & 
6 meters because you can 
make a yagi.  Portable 
verticals are another 
possibility, and are easier 
to assemble.



Vertical antennas – this is the top of Mt. Washington, SOTA event



I settled on the easiest of all (well, that’s me).  A ham stick attacked to the bed railing 
of my truck.  Given the size of the pileups, it seem to work adequately.





Some lessons learned, use a computer for logging.  
No matter how fast you think you can write, 
nothing can beat a laptop or tablet for accuracy 
and speed.  Also, use a headset so you have 2 
hands to type, even if you only use the boom mic 
on VOX.  If using CW, a computer may be even 
more useful.  And, if using RTTY or PSK, a laptop is 
essential.  Remember, bring an extra battery for 
the laptop.



Logging with a computer can 
be done with many programs, 
for example, Ham Radio 
Deluxe



Or N3FJP’s logging software



Here’s our truck parked 
along the scenic river, 
WR26.  Propagation was 
poor, and we’re down in a 
river valley in 
mountainous terrain.  
Needless to say, contacts 
were few.



This is KB1ZEB busily working stations, well some at least.



And, KB1WXM working very hard for one.  (I made only 26 contacts)



Then there was our Appalachian Trail 
activation.  

We also went to the Marsh-Billings-
Rockefeller National Historical Park 
afterwards



Appalachian Trail QSO
Even with 80 watts and a ham stick, we could get the state of Washington 



Our QTH by the side of the road



So, now we’ve 
finished with the 
WR26 event, so 
we need to 
upload the ADIF 
file from our 
logging program 
to the Logbook 
of the World



Creating a new location must be done first

This is your home station You are now creating a remote location
and the names of the parks allow you to 
pick the right one.



After you pick the log to upload, you get the options to pick your location. Pick the 
park you transmitted from



Well, that’s all, folks……

Questions??

Bob Henneberger – KB1WXM


