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agers suggest everyone have
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Suggestions:

W HAZARDS: Conduct an assessment of haz-
ards in the home, Keep important phone num-
bers near the phone. Know where utility shut-
offs are in the house and learn how to use
them. Teach children how and when to call 1.
Make sure smoke and carbon monoxide detec=
tors are working and change the batteries ev-
ery six months.
B OTHER PRECAUTIONS: Don't store gasoline.
for fuel because of the high risk of i and ex-
plosions. Make sure fuel tanks, bot inside and
outside the house are tied down securely so
they don'tfloat away in floods.
B KNOWLEDGE: Know your community's
shelters and evacuation routes. Speak to your
children about what (o do in emergercies.
with neighbors about their emergency
plans and how you can help each other in  cri-
i, Enoll ina CPR, firstaid or disaster prepar-

edness cadrse,

W ANIMALS: Detersine how you would pro-
tect pets and.animals during disasters. Most
shelters don'tallow pets. You should be able to
shelter livestock with a three-day supply of
feed and water.

B INSURANGE: Consult with an insurance
agent about coverage. Most_policies don't
cover certain circumstances, like carthquake
or flood damage. People can buy special iders
for additional coverage. Business _owners
should consider buying business continuinity
insurance.

W AFTERMATH: If evacuated, don't return
home until authorities say i’s K. Be cautious
re-entering a_home or business, Structural
damage or damaged uilities can make it dan-
‘gerous. Don' visit disaster zones.

B MORE INFORMATION: More family prepar-
‘edness information is available at www.rea-
dy.gov or the state Web site, www.dps.state.v-
tus — click on Emergency Management, then
‘on the Vermont Emergency Management Fam-
ily Emergency Preparedness Workbook.
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One strength in Vermont's
readiness for a disaster s its
small size, emergency manag-

and fire departments still have  ers said. People tend to knc
varying radio systems, but the each other, and can anticipate
systems have been improved each other's needs. “We can
50 agencies can more easily point back to how people
talk to cach other out in the dealt with the ice storm.”

ficld, she said.

Vermont also has a new.
,000-page cmergency opera-
tions plan. The plan is a guide
for evry baza hat could o
fect the state. Morcover, cacl
Vermont -community “has
lan,  which

phone numbers, evacuation

routes, shelters’ and _emer-
gency personnel, Farr said.

Many, but not all, Vermont
towns have more’ detailed

OWNeil said, referring to the
1998 weather disaster. “It was
neighbor helping neighbor."
The small towns and small
neighborhoods common in
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“You don't have to say T won-
der where T can get a back-
hoe.’ You probably know half
8 doren people you can cal
right away to get a backhoe,”
said las~ Brent, South
Burlington' fire chief, said.

Ultimately, Vermont's
sense of neighborliness would
£0-a long way i i

the 1998 Lincoln flood, every-
one_came out of the wood-
work o help, he said. Lawyers
stood on muddy roads direct-
ing traffic. People without
power_donated food that
otherwise would have spoiled
1 feed firefighters and Na-
tional Guard members. Teen-
agers converged on the ruined
town library to save whatever
they could. The Lincoln Gen-
eral Store turned into a clear-
¢ for_town_informa-

rybody kind of worked
together,” Diamond. said.
“Vermont_towns are pretty
close communities.
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